
LEARNING GERMA
February 17,20



i;".$.o

ffixrr*ft*b $ tEf$}

8., ::::..".qP*.g'il ,'s,1*.'.W l,m$ '

:*
r...f;
ffix

iTi

*,

'5*

r;Fi

' ' ' :

TTTT TjTry .

hfu@.i.tri*ryry{q srl lgmeh$,Wrux:hffir,s*u gqs 'terrg$ m s# i i

'"it+ -i '

$,Es ' ffi id $wu*s r$$e,kitrslg srl'hrl*,: *e$ests#,,1Yffi *lF

S,Wq#ffi.S'*w':,ffi.g g:#ffi

'  
j  

: : .  
.  : : : : :  

,

XtW,m#.*ri*,ffi, ffi, jffi sr-ffi$H , ,..+$ st*m*u,
, , , , :

' ' ' ' '
tr'.c." .W"q ffi,;$gW

,t&'sl* e'.ffiffi;:ftsw$ir,':l :$eminsrffiS ffi

s- I$fu,,,fiif,K , en,Sft,,iffi::*ewtm Se-{,HffiEsffi

[,#n t**W..ll *ltr,,gel..$f.Fi,E ,

t  l , , ffi hffiffi$i*,w.*tf.fiffi,p$mxe**,tstffi', ft.B

[ft:
: .

$ tffiss*;,Si ,fu*r** ile{i g*mue$xtif

;lii:lr' +$$ ,ii #* $'



R, i

E ;

$'#.

. .'.F;,

ils*

$&

,fl'$-.

:ft#'

HH*.

' ' . ' . ' ' '

ymrery rtry&{lDoHp0fsns&Sh #,rsdffi ilIsil Wfue@{mh@q
n",* **rrn:u* *q *A**ry tW oW .tn pnqqd b ilrl€ *#lr* tr

& r m d f u r * l + s 4 ' , ,  ,
t: *nsnrwg#n ',, 

:
A*omim rorr tdr! igm&i4r * *og' W t fft * Um *Uy ry foql'W sf SW
*A * . f rue mp"trapuite;riurud@-mi6sWq'6'tr6, toil.lstspmtuep
,"--e*CStrh sf dd yqs lxx* Tftc *cg ef *c heg{s 'mf # fficipiry hmrs rtill bdfF

yry*a@r'tom*rnlrygrroeyane}necr--h&* llfqryd,Pffisdl



be able to communicate with greater precisi

The exercises above consisted of a series
chronology of your days event. Read over
relate today's or yesterdays events without
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and ease.

of questions. The answers to which result in a
answers several times and challenge yourself to

to reading.
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addrgss sincs they ara far more important for r
example, when traveling. Secondly, by with

^tt -

)uns, pclssessive adjectiv€s, and verb forms until now
that yor,r lsarn to use the formal, conventional forms of

the.othBr porson is  wgl l  known and t rusted
luntil you ars better acquainted with both the Germanrak German approximates more closery the conditions

since you iars already thoroughly familiar with the formal
informall'orms, and there is iess likelihood that their use

du

forms of ess€ntiar communication with stranters, as, foring familiiar forms until now, you had fewei veru ano
as a rasult, could learn to uss the language to form
and requrgsts more quickry and more aciuralte[. There
formal and informar pronoun and verb formsjofien aral forms simultansously-because you learned only theor of Ge'7s1311 doss not usa informal forms

pronoun forms to deal with at one tima, and
statements, ask questions, and make

.*.'

A.

-:

would ba no chance of your confusing or mi
problem when students lsarn formal ind infr
formal forms. ThirrJly, ths nativo ,p""
indiscr iminately.  He or she waits un.
before using familiar forms. Having you
language and the students with whom l6u ,
under which informal language forms are used.
forrns of Garman, you arg now,ready" to learn ti
will pose any problsm or causo any confusion.

addressing a fr iend, peer,  ar

du Ys. Sie

The formal  Sie-  forms are used whenr
msans that  you should address st ranr
authority with Sro. Whenevor you use i

var  pol i teness or  rospect  is  raqui red.  This
ors and o lders and anyona in  ;  pos i t ion of
surnams or  t i i la ,  use Sia:

re lat ive:

.a

s':1 
' t

+

I

t:?

+ -

e . .

1,

*
4

9

ei l  8 , i l

Warum d en wir uns nicht?

sie sollel jata nach Hause gehen. sie selJren krank aus.
Haben sis den.Film geserreie Haben si; fh" gut gefunden?
Beantwortan Sie meins Fragen bitte.
Wiirden Sie das lUr mich ma*chen, bitta?

You have se€n that the possessive adjective /fuf is often used in conjunction with sis-form verbs:
Haben Sie lhre Hausaufgaben gemacht?
Haben Sie lhre Freunde nach Hause gefadren?

We have withheld the familiar second person
for a rrumber of reasong First, it is most impc

P
I
I

Guten Tag, Frau Steiner! Wohin gehen Sf e ietzt?
Hsrr Brinkmannr, kiinnen sis mir oinen Mroment helfon?
Doktor lrii l ler, ich glaube, sis haben lhra lapiere im Bijro gelassen.
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addrgss irn individual ,rho is a'good friend' is meant someone to
(acquaintance) is more pronounced for ceimans

The dil?srence between Freund

The pronoun du is used instaad of Sia
ths family, a rafat ive, ,ot I  good fr iand.
genuinely close and in whom one can trust and

sixtesn years ord. At this time teachers relin tootherwiss. {students will continue to address 
"i"t, 

o.with the tima when most Germans who are LutGermany, are corrfirmed. Heoco, the uss of Sia
not a child. students at tha univeri i iy sdagalitarianism. some professors are addrssseprofessor wiil usualry ret averyone know ir usrnglal ispolitics: those who ars yournger and rather tioirat ge
rnoro conservative generalry'tend to favor sra Blue
white collar workers tend to use sia more. fnese orobviously not ail. your irstructor can and probatry wirl

an for Americans. Garmans will
, though not always, Gsrmans

ln:nt'for rusing du. First, young childrsn andI rno ateventh grade, ryhen they are aboutdress stud6p15 witn sle unress the studant" ,ni"r,
: ::'L ff , loY-"u: t' ) rr is c oi nc id as ap prox im atety,,or Catholics, the two dominant raligiou!'gr;J"-in
the time when a person is viewed *;; t;fig ,iJ-rtt,
?::^.ligl olfer. with du as a sign ofby students with de and som" *itn Sr"]'ifi"ll rigtrt.) lt is to a certain sxter* a matter of ige anarraf fy tend to favor du; those who ara older L,nato,lar workers generally say du lo one another, whilavatio'rs hold trua for. the majority of cases, ii.,;;;;aborate in class on ths use of di and Sie.' 

r' r

quite posibly lead to embarrassment or insult. lfmay well be interpratad as a lack of ,""p""t.'li i"

sensitive tro this sociar distinction, it is a bit more
' at lgSst inrtiarfy- Remember the adMce to use itreavoid most potential difficuttiest

matches dir much tha same way that Sia and thrring sentancos and their identicil meanings. Th€

to
By

- s'-
mambsr of
whom one is
and Bekannter
us6 du with
wi l l  uso du

Fraunda and sia wittr Bekannta Gonerarl
vith porsons with whonn they ara on a rirsi n e basis.

There ara some axceptions to the ,intimacy raquirr
school chifdren are addrsssed with du- unt

Afthough thers is some frux today in the use of du arnativa speaker of German is to riait untif-the speathat point switch to da very often the German vvir unsl or tilarum duz:en wir uns niciii Thiroften a fittfe drinking ceremony (grijdarscin irinXert ,

conceivabfe that the person addressed may turnmay drass you down for being rude. On tfrs oii;e,you, tha person pay thjnk you are rejecting nis or trerhave a familiar form of you, and becau"i*" 
"i"

fJom you and rsfus€ to speak to you, or he or she
, if you sary Sia to someone whb has said d; i;

of friendship. Bacause Amsricans do rrct

*f",ltjolAmericans to. * du and Sia appio
Sie-form until you know it is safe t" u". a", 

'#iiou

dein y$. lhr

You slrould be awars that the misuse of sie or du cyou my du to a stranger or a superior instead oi Sie

Thers is a famiria.q form of th* possessive adjactive
ara associated. lt is the ai*word dain. ltoie the ronly differsncs is a socrbl ono:

Formal:
Informal:

Formal:
Informaf:

Format
frrformal:

lst das lhr Mnntel?
fst das dein lMantel?

Wo sind lhrer Schliissel?
Wo sind daine Schltssel?

fch seh6 lhrsn Vatsr nicht
fch sehe deirnen Vater nicht.

. 1  - t r
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regular Yerbs: present tense

Now that the use of du atrd dain are clear, it is ti
du. In this section we will examine verbs that
the various vsrb types systematically in subsequ
verb is identical to tha ar- form axcept
Since you are quite familiar with the ar- forms,

Er macht das ziemlich gut, aber du machst
Sie komrnt um fiinf nach Hause, und du
Er arbeitet bis sechsi. Arbeitest du auch
Marlies kauft eirre Platte. Was kaufst du?
Hans braucht jetzt Hlilfe. Brauchst du meine
Sie sagrt nichts. Sagst du etwas?
Er wartet schon lange. Wia langs wartsst
Findest du Sabine hi,ibsch?
Warum machst du das Ucht aus? lch will
Warum antwortest du nicht?
Wann stghst du rnorgen frUh aut ?
Gehst du heute abend aus ?
Rsservierst du einen Tisch ftir vier im
Was studisrst du?'
Erkcnnst du ihn?
Was brlngst du narch Hause mit?
Warum rrkllrst du deine Antlvort nicht?
Glaubst du das nic;frt?
Spiolst du gern Tclnnis?
Warum rauchst du? Es ist doch ungesund!
Schwlmmst du gsrn, wonn cs heiB ist?
Was suchst du denn hier?

te to learn the present tense verb forms that agree with
regular in the present tense. Atthough we will examine

- 6 -

sections, you will observe that the du-lotm of the
at the o[u- form ending is -sf instead of -f.
is lifile neru to learn. Observe:

viel basser, Paul.
st um sechs, nicht?

sechs?

Hilfe auch?'

schon hisr'?

hc corrcct information.

, you uso __ psrson verb forms.

psrson verb forms.

Note lwu daln

Formal:
Informal:

Forrnal:
Infonnal:

Fonnal:
Informal:

Uuungen:

A. Thcory Chcek. Filf in thc blanks with

1. lf you wlsh to make statements about yourse

2. lf you wlsh to make silaternents about others,

fs usad in coniurction with du aN how they are contrastod with Sia aN lhr:

Machen Sic ietzt lhre
Machst du fetzt daine H

Suchen Sic lhra Biicher?
Suchst du dsinc Biicher?
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Brauchsn Sie lhr Auto fiirs W
Brauclst du deln Auto fiirs

Nota: Thc second person forrns are used, for the part,llo ask questions, give commands, and make
suggestlors. Most of tho practica Involved in Acht cernters on these funcUons.

3. lf you wlsh to spaak to someono, you us€ porson verb forms.



4. The formal or polite sscond person verb forms

,rarb that is identical to ths infinitivs.

nsist of the pronoun

is

.1
- f -

and a form of tha

dstermine whether du or Sia would ba

r teachrgr

an older Flerson

a girlfriand

your brother

an uncla

a grandparrent

your zuperior

a co-worker

signifying en intimate relationship. Pats (We alltafk to

5.

6.

The punctuation marlk at the end of a co

lf you address a memlcer of the family, a or good friiend, or younger children, the informal
pronoun is used instead of Si

7. This pronoun is comrnonly used among pee such as arnong and

8. At approximately what age does one begin to addresssd by Ste instead ol du (except, of course,

when addressed by nrembers of the family, rel and glood friends)?

9. The verb form that agraes with du must end in

10. The informal possesr;ive pronoun that'm

is -,

up" with du tha sam€ way lhr "matches up" with Sie

1 1. tl/hat ara potential consequences of misrsing and Sie ?

B.  For  sach of  the
normally used in

fo l lowing psrsons l is t
addrossing them:

1. your father

2. a stranger _
3. a boyfriend _
4. you mother

5. your aunt

6. your sistsr

7. an acquaintance

8. anothar studant

Note: God is normally addressed wilh Du in
our dogs and cats!) are adldresssd with du.

(

C. Tal l  ma, a good fr i isnd,that:

1. I nork too rnrch

2. I am not playing eno.rgh sports

3. I get urp too aarly

4. I go to sleep too late

9.

1 (

1

2

4

1

1

1

1

1

1
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5. I srpka too rnrch

6. lrpedavacation

(Sae ans

D. Write eppropr[ate sentences. Ask

f . if I'm eomir€ by lator

2. or if I'm vuorking tonigtrt

3. or if I am silrdylng for the test and doing my

4. if I'm going out this evening

5. or if I am staying home tonigtrt

6 lf I am going to play Tsnnis this afternoon

7. q if lr,il$,&nrn

f. if lnoodyourcar

9. wtry I anr mt ansrwrirgr-could it be that I

n

- 8 -

r key and corrsctl

a good friend:


